Tetanus is a nervous system disorder characterized by muscle spasms that are caused by the toxin-producing Clostridium tetani found in soils. Tetanus is a leading cause of mortality and morbidity in developing countries. However, the incidence of tetanus in developed countries is very low, at approximately 0.2 cases per million population, 1 because tetanus toxoid was introduced into the routine childhood immunization schedule. The incidence of tetanus in Japan is still higher than other developed countries: about 100 cases per year (0.9 cases per million populations).
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Tetanus is acquired mainly through accidental injuries, such as puncture wounds and burns. This case had no apparent portal of entry;
there was no history of trauma, and no site was found on physical examination. However, this is not uncommon; no obvious entry site was reported in approximately 26% of cases in Japan. 3 The long incubation period of tetanus, usually in the range of 1-3 weeks, is one of the reasons that it may be difficult to identify the portal of entry.
Tetanus is regarded as life-threatening but preventable by active immunization with tetanus toxoid. It is reported that the leading risk factor for tetanus is inadequate immunization. However, tetanus cases 
